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L eft Subclavian Artery Flap Aortoplasty
(Waldhausen)

Ahmad Takriti"

Abstract

Background & Objective: Coarctation represents 5-8% of congenital heart disease.We present here a
study which aimed to assess the results of this malformation correction by using left subclavian artery
flap aortoplasty technique(Waldhausen) and compar e theseresults with those of other surgical options.
Material & Method: A retrospective study at Damascus cardiovascular surgery centre in the period
between JAN.2003 to MAR.2009 was conducted.39 patients underwent coarctation repair surgery,of
which 23 cases wer e per for med accor ding to Waldhausen technique (58,9% of coar ctation patients).
Results: their agesranged between 3 months to 18 years.Trans thoracic echocar diography confirmed the
diagnoses in all cases.It showed PDA with a rate reaching 51% and VSD in 23% of cases.A significant
drop in gradient was observed postoperatively(more than 75% in most cases).mortality rate was
0% ,however ,the incidence of recurrent coar ctation in neonates remained significant with each method(up
to 25% ).No postoper ative complications were recor ded.

Conclusion: this technigue has many advantages including less overall dissection,option to retain a PDA
Jtssimplicity and itsefficacy but all cases should to be followed up in thefuture.

Key words: Coar ctation-flap-gradient

" Prof . Ass. Department of Cardiac Surgery-Faculity of Medicine-Damascus University
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