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Epidemiology of Visceral Leishmaniasisin
Children in Damascus Univer sity
Children Hospital

|sam Anjak’

Abstract

Background: Visceral Leishmaniasisisstill seen in developing country

Aim of the study: To study the epidemiology of Visceral L eishmaniasis cases
hospitalized in Damascus Univer sity Children Hospital.

Method and materials: It was retro-spective study on (89) cases of Visceral
L eishmaniasis hospitalized between 1/1/1993 and 31/12/2005.

Results: the percentage of hospitalization was 4-14per 1000 admission in the
hospital. About 51% of cases were from south of the country especially
Dara'a and Suaida'a, 23% were from Latakia and Tartous and 18% were
from the north of Syria. Therewere 50 malesand 39 females. We found that
60.7% of patients were between 1-3 years of age. Clinically, the more
common symptoms were fever in 92% of cases then the enlargement of
abdomen in 63.6% of cases. In the clinical examination 97% of patients
wer e pale and hepatomegaly was found in 95% and splenomegaly in 94% of
cases. Most cases were diagnostic by bone marrow aspiration except of 2
cases diagnostic by liver biopsy, 2 by spleen biopsy after splenectomy 4
cases by serological tests and 2 cases by PCR. All cases were treated by
pentavalent antimonial compounds. Nine cases wer e died.

Conclusion: Visceral Leishmaniasisis still a problem in developing country
that may cause death in spite of treatment.

" Pediatric Department, Faculty of Medicine, Damascus University.
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