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Sciatic Neuropathy Induced with  
Gluteal Intramuscular Injections in Children  

 

Sameer Bakleh*

Abstract 
The purpose: study the cases of sciatic neuropathy induced with gluteal 
intramuscular injections in children, a widespread phenomena in medical 
practice in Syria.  
The Methods: I studied the cases that referred to Damascus University 
children hospital during 6 years (2000-2005) . The diagnosis was done 
according to the history, clinical examination and the electro myogram  
which was done after 1 and 3 months after the event. up were followed for 6 
months or more . 
The results : We had 60 cases . 85% of children were less than 5 years old, 
the injections were done by doctors (41,6%) and pharmacists (23.3%).  The 
site of injection was incorrect in 88.2% 0f cases that  presented early with 
obvious site of injection, and it was correct in 11.7% , the antipyretics  drugs 
were the injected materials in 75% of cases and the main antipyretic  was  
Na+ Diclofenac. The peroneal branch of the sciatic nerve was affected 
81.6% of the cases and the both branches 8.3% of the cases. 
after 1 year follow up, Catastrophic sequellae, were noted in 87% of cases 
(foot drop, foot deformation …)    
Key words : intramuscular  injection , sciatic nerve , foot drop, Diclofenac.     

* Ass. Dep. of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine , Damascue University .   
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