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Study the Content of MCQs for Some Subjects of
Written Exam Faculty of Medicine, Damascus
University

Youssef Latifeh”

Abstract

Background: The written exam is an important way to evaluate students
and to make use of it in fixates the important and necessary information. It
is possible to examine students with different types of questions, such as:
short questions, multiple choice questions (MCQs),. The multiple choice
questions are the most common type of questions used in written
examinations .

Objective: This research studies the content of multiple choice questions
according to Bloom's taxonomy in some subjects in the written
examinations of faculty of medicine, Damascus University.

Methods: A sample of questions in the faculty of medicine has been chosen
in the clinical stage. The questions of the studied subjects have been
obtained in addition to the results of statistical analysis from the
examination department. After that, each subject's questions have been
studied alone and the questions were classified according to each kind of the
previous ones. And to compare each question with the percentage of
students who have answered it according to statistical analysis to each
subject.

"Ass. Prof. of psychiatry, Department of interne medicine. Damascus University.
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Results: there is a high percentage of the(knowledge) questions in the
majority of studied subjects (the result was between 23-44 questions) which
is high comparing with the standard studies which highly recommend that
this percentage must not exceed 20%. The percentage of comprehensive
questions was (39-57 questions) which is lower than the recommended
standard percentage 50%.The percentage of other questions which depend
on analysis and synthesis was found lower than the standard studies, and
this reflects that the questions were conventional and there was no access to
the modern way of putting questions.

The percentage of questions which were answered by less than 20% of
students was low and this leads to conclude that the questions were easy,
Whereas the percentage of questions which were answered by more than
90%of students was high which reflects the easiness of questions.
Conclusion: It is necessary for questions to have the different types and the
standard percentage for each type of questions.

Key words: questions content - Multiple choice questions- Bloom's
Taxonomy .
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