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The Use of the Internet within a Dental School
Studentsin Damascus Univer sity

Ammar M Mashlah”

Abstract

Background: The Internet isan increasingly popular medium for delivering
educational material.

Aim of this Study: The aim of this study was to determine the attitudes of
students to the use of the Internet within a dental school in Damascus
University.

Methods: Questionnaireswer e distributed to under graduate dental students
in the third and fourth clinical years. All students have access to computers
and Internet at the university.

Results: The majority (61.3%) of students have access to a computer and
Internet at home. The reasons for use of the Internet differed between
students. The majority of students used the Internet for dentistry (90.3%)
and for pleasure (60% ), Students highlighted time(57.5% ) and availability (
15.5%) and confidence in the ability to use(12.7%) and cost (7%) and
viruses ( 7%) as barriers to Internet use. Less than (84%) of the students
are confident in the accur acy of infor mation from the Internet. Studentsare
positive (80.6%) to the suggestion that lectures should be presented on the
web. Most students (66.1% ) did not see that thiswould influence attendance
at lectures.

Conclusion: This study revealed differences in the attitudes of students to
the use of Internet asa resource for dentistry.

" Oral Medicine Dept, Faculty of Dental Medicine- Damascus University.
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