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A Comparison Between Misoprostol & Oxytocin
in Labour Induction in Term Pregnancy

Suzan Altabrane

Abstract

Objective: To clear the effect of misoprostol, S0 mcg/4hours sublingually in
ripening uterine cervix and induction of labour in both primigravide and
multigravide at term in comparison with oxytocin, and to concentrate on the
complications that may occur during induction.

Methods: Our study is a prospective study. The study took place in the
labour room of the Maternity hospital of Damascus University , during the
period between Jan /2005 until Jan /2007. 400 patients were included.
Misoprostol 50 mcg sublingually was used for induction of labour in 200
patients, and oxytocin intravenously was used for induction in the other 200
patients (control group).

The median age in the two groups were (24.7 — 25.3 years) .

The median pregnancy age were (38.0- 38.3 weeks ) Bishop score was lower
than 6 in both groups.

Results: It was clear from our study that misoprostol is more effective than
oxytocin in ripening uterine cervix, induction of labour ,and in reducing the
number of cesarean sections in both primigravide and multigravide at term,
especially in the groups of low Bishop score , but we must be aware of the
high percentage of hyperstimulation syndrome ,tachysystole, and meconium
stained amniotic fluid which were higher in the first group . Fetal heart rate
disturbances and the neonatal Apgar score were nearly the same in both
groups.

Conclusion: Misoprostol 50mcg/4hours sublingual is an effective drug in
ripening uterine cervix an induction of labour in both primigravide and
multigravide at term, as well as it's more acceptable to the patients than
oxytocin, but we must be aware of the high percentage of hyperstimulation
syndrome ,tachysystole, and meconium stained amniotic fluid.

"Ass. Prof. Matermity, Faculty of Medicine University Hospital Damascus.
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