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Role of Surgery in the Management
of Cancer of Body and Tail of Pancreas

Hamoud Nasr”

Abstract

Objective: Evaluation of the management of cancer in the body and tail of
the pancreas with determining the role of surgery in the management of
these tumors.

Methods: The study was performed retrospectively. It included all patients
who were admitted in Al Assad University Hospital in Damascus between
2003 and 2008 in the diagnosis of cancer in the body or tail of the pancreas.
The data were collected by reviewing the hospital files, radiological reports,
and surgical reports of these patients.

Results: The study included 66 patients, most of whom were males (61%)
with median age of 56 years. Only 47% of these patients underwent surgery,
as investigations showed that the disease was irresectable in 53% of cases,
%and those patients were referred for palliative treatment. Radical resection
could be possiblein only 35% of surgical patients (17% of the study group).
Mortality rate post-resection was 8%, and major complication rate was
20%.

Conclusion: The study highlights the important role of adequate staging
preoper atively in order to determine the possibility of resection. It indicates
also that radical resection was possible in only 17% of patients, but surgical
palliation may play an important rolein irresectable diseases.

Key Words: Pancreatic adenocarcinoma, Cancer of the body and tail of the
pancreas, Partial pancreatectomy, Palliative treatment of pancreatic cancer.

" Associate Professor Department of General Surgery — Faculty of Medicine —
Damascus University.
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