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First Record of Red Velvet Mite, Trombidium holosericeum (Linnaeus, 1758) (Acari: Trombidiidae)
in Syria.

Trombidium holosericeum (Linnaeus, 1758) (Acari: Trombidiidae) was recorded in large numbers on the surface of
the soil and under rocks and plant remains in some olive groves in the areas of Suqaylabiyah and Masyaf (Hama
governorate) and around olive trees in Abu Jerash farm in the Faculty of Agriculture, Damascus University during
Seasonal 2019-2020. The mites were defined in the Biological Control Research and Studies Center at the Faculty
of Agriculture, Damascus University, using specialized classification keys, depending on the morphological
characteristics of the larval and adult female stages. The body is 4 mm long. The soft, brightly red body is covered
with fine hairs, giving it a velvety appearance. The small eyes are located on stalks. They have scissor-like
chelicerae and their pedipalps are used as touch organs. Its bright red color results from carotenoids, warning
predators about the toxicity of the mite (aposematism). While adults live freely and are often found wandering
about, searching for small animals and insect eggs for food, the larvae try to find a host to attach themselves to,
often an insect like a grasshopper or diptere, but also arachnids like harvestmen or spiders. At this stage they are
seen as red globules on their hosts, sucking body liquid without severely harming the host. These larvae then
develop into free-living nymphs that resemble adults. [Mohamad Kanouh, Abdul-Nabi Basheer, Mohamad
Imad El-Araj(Syria), Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, Damascus University, Syria.
2021].
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First Record of Cyclama mite Phytonemus pallidus fragariae (Banks, 1901) (Acari : Tarsonemidae)
as a pest on strawberry plants in some nurseries in Syria.

The strawberry acarius Phytonemus pallidus fragariae (Banks, 1901) (Acari: Tarsonemidae) was recorded in large
numbers on the young flowers and leaves of strawberry plants in some nurseries in the Adawi area (Damascus
governorate) during the 2020 season. The mites were defined in the Biological Control Research and Studies
Center at the Faculty of Agriculture, Damascus University, using specialized classification keys, depending on the
morphological characteristics of the adult female stage. Small mites with yellowish brown adult female (Fig. 1a),
that are 250-260 pum long, with hind legs reduced to slender thread like structures and adulte males with the
modified fourth pair of legs, approximately 75% of the size of the female. The numbers of this mite increased
during the months of July and August on the fresh leaves, which became deformed, wrinkled and stunted due to the
infection. Infection with this mite after the formation of the flowering buds reduced the size and quality of the
fruits. This 1s the first recording of the Cyclama mites on strawberries in Syria. [Mohamad Kanouh, Abdul-Nabi
Basheer<« Mohamad Imad El-Araj (Syria), Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture Damascus
University «Syria).
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First Report of the Parasitoid wasp, Hyposoter leucomerus (Thomson, 1887) (Hym.:
Ichneumonidae, Campopleginae) in Syria.

The parasitoid Hyposoter leucomerus (Thomson, 1887) was recorded on the larvae of small cabbage butterfly in
cabbage fields in Damascus countryside. The main diagnostic morphological characters of H. leucomerus are: fore
and mid coxa completely and hind coxa apically yellow; all trochanters yellow; hind tarsus predominantly yellow.
The adult wasp 1s black with lighter colored abdomen and legs, and is (6-12 mm) long. The adult wasp lays its egg
in the caterpillar. After hatching, the larva develops within the caterpillar, and the host caterpillar shrinks and
becomes hard and brittle. The cocoon of H. leucomerus is white speckled on leaves in the field. [Hoda Kawas,

Abdulnabi Basheer (Syria), Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Damascus,
Syria, 2021].
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First Report of the Parasitoid wasp, Compsilura concinnata (Meigen, 1824) (Diptera: Tachinidae) in
Syria.

The parasitoid Compsilura concinnata (Meigen, 1824) was recorded on the larvae of small cabbage butterfly Pieris
rapae L. 1n cabbage fields in Damascus countryside. The main diagnostic
morphological characters of C. concinnata are: adult are similar in size and shape to
the common house fly. More specifically, the adults are about 7.5 mm long, have a
white face, and a whitish colored thorax with four black stripes. Pupae are about 6.5
mm long, brown in color, and elliptically shaped. Larvae are cream colored. The
larva is creamy 1n color, and it 1s found in the mid intestine of the host. The parasitoid
is larval-puppal parasitoid. The female lays an egg ready to hatch inside the host. The
laid egg has a long, curved fork that pierces the host's body wall. [Abdulnabi Basheer, Houda Kawas. (Syria),
Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Damascus, Syria, 2021].




