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Abstract,

This is a practical experiment that tries to tackle
the traditional pedagogical challenge that has long
mystified instructors of architectural design,
namely: the approach to addressing the preparatory

stage of Graduation Projects GP_in architectural

schools (Syria).

Teachers and schools generally differ in the
emphasis given to the final graduation project both
in credit, labor allocation and how both affect the
student's final GPA. This is mostly true in the case
of Syrian collages of architecture. Two man
problems could be identified here: the lack of
sufficient time to carry out the GP subject (a single
semester) and more importantly the lack of a clear
structured conception of an operative cognitive
model for introducing and approaching this
problem.

Out of these identified problem matters,
(especially the two points stressed above,) and
after presenting a diagnostic analysis of both, a
practical solution is synthesized in the form of an
implemented experiment that has been tested for
several years now. The proposed experiment
confronts the two indicated problems directly. On
the one hand, it discusses temporally introducing a
new relaxed timeframe for preparation,
supervision and implementation; and structurally it
lays out a cognitive major matrix that has been
tested for several years in the design studio. On the
other hand, a constellation of minor matrixes are
introduced in a form of subtle hints and
recommendations to further strengthen the major
matrix and make it more practical, applicable and
designer-friendly.
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Alexander, Christopher, Notes on the Synthesis of Form,
Harvard University Press, Cambridge Massachusetts, 1964
and 1976. P3
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Metacognition is thinking about thinking. 1°

Livingston, Jennifer A., Metacognition: An Overview,
http://gse.buffalo.edu/fas/shuell/cep564/metacog.htm
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Cooperative learning and critical thinking. Teaching of
Psychology, 22(1), 7-8.
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problem solving thinking and capabilities.
&l Marzano, R. J. (2000). Designing a new taxonomy of
educational objectives. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.

Ibid. 18

19 Bloom, B.S., (Ed.). 1956. Taxonomy of educational
objectives: The classification of educational goals: Handbook
I, cognitive domain. New York: Longman.
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Bloom, B.S., (Ed.). 1956.
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Taxonomy of educational objectives: Handbook 1, The

cognitive domain. Bloom et al. 1956

Ibid. 2
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Wade, C. (1995). Using writing to develop and assess il 24
critical thinking. Teaching of Psychology, 22(1), 24-28.
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The highest possible stage in moral culture is when we "
"recognize that we ought to control our thoughts.
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Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man Chapter 4 p2
e-book: https://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/jksadegh
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You must give birth to your images.
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They are the future waiting to be born.
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Fear not the strangeness you feel.
Sl yiny A Al sadi e (025 Y

The future must enter you long before it happens.
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Just wait for the birth, for the hour of the new clarity.
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---Rainer Maria Rilke: Quotable Quote:

http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/17579-you-must-give-
birth-to-your-images-they-are-the
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Organogram a diagram that shows the structure of an
organization and the relationships between the different
people, departments, and jobs at different levels within that
organization:
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http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organogra
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Alexander, Christopher, Notes on the Synthesis of Form,
Harvard University Press, Cambridge Massachusetts, 1964
and 1976. P6
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“Everything that is absorbed and registered in your mind adds
to the collection of ideas stored in the memory: a sort of
library that you can consult whenever a problem arises. So,

essentially the more you have seen, experienced and absorbed,

the more points of reference you will have to help you decide
which direction to take: your frame of reference expands.”
Herman Hertzberger, Lessons for Students 010 Publishers,
2001
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