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EIA: Environmental Impact | ;024
Assessment

EIA: Environmental Impact Assessment can be defined as “the

whole process whereby information about the environmental

Our study will focuses
effects of a project is collected, assessed and taken into account

on assessment
in reaching a decision on whether the project should go ahead or

methods (practical
not”. It can also be defined more simply as “an assessment of

techniques) used in
the impacts of a planned activity on the environment”. In addition

the EIA process for
to the decision on whether a project should proceed, an EIA will

analyzing a
consider aspects such as project options/alternatives and

development’s
mitigation measures that should be implemented if the

impacts on the
development is allowed. EIlAs involve individual assessments of

environmental
aspects of the environment (e.g. population, landscape, heritage,

components.
air, climate, soil, water, fauna and ﬂora) likely to be significantly

affected by a proposed project.
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The EIA process comprises

e screening - to decide if and at what level EIA should be applied

e scoping - to identify the important issues and prepare terms of reference

e impact analysis - to predict the effects of a proposal and evaluate their significance
mitigation - to establish measures to prevent, reduce or compensate for impacts
reporting - to prepare the information necessary for decision-making

review - to check the quality of the EIA report.

decision-making - to approve (or reject) the proposal and set conditions

follow up — to monitor, manage and audit the impacts of project implementation
public involvement - to inform and consult with stakeholders
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