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TABLE1.3 Levels of Analysis

Many influences affect the course of international relations. Levels of analysis provide a framework for categorizing these in-
fluences and thus for suggesting various explanations of international events. Examples include:

North-South gap

Global Level

Religious fundamentalism

Information revolution

World regions Terrorism Global telecommunications

European imperialism World environment Worldwide scientific and

UN Technological change business communities
Interstate Level

Power Wars Diplomacy

Balance of power Treaties Summit meetings

Alliance formation Trade agreements Bargaining

and dissolution IGOs Reciprocity

Domestic Level

MNationalism Dictatorship Gender

Ethnic conflict Domestic coalitions Economic sectors and industries

Type of government Political parties and elections Military-industrial complex

Democracy Public opinion Foreign policy bureaucracies
Individual Level

Great leaders Psychology of perception and decision Citizens’ participation (voting,

Crazy leaders
Decision making in crises

Learning
Assassinations, accidents of history

rebelling, going to war, etc.)




Levels of Analysis

Levels of analysis help... e

No correct level for a given “why” question e

Example: Warinlraq e



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Iraq_header_2.jpg

Globalization

Many trends: .

Globalization: Three conceptions of this process compete. .

Liberal economic principles/global marketplace: .\

Skepticism: .Y
Middle ground: .Y

Globalization is changing both international security and IPE, but more .

quickly and profoundly.




The Evolving International System

The basic structures and principles of international relations
are deeply rooted in historical developments.

WW!I and WWII occupied only ten years of the 20t century,
but shaped the character of the century.

We’'ll briefly look at key events of the 20" century, focusingon
the post Cold War era (1990+), including...
WWI (1914-18) —
WWII (1939-45) —
Cold War (1946-90) —



