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Abstract

Urban Monitoring has become an essential approach for planners and decision-
makers in developed countries. They benefit from it in making future decisions about
formulating urban plans and strategies to build a better future. As a result, many Arab
cities have adopted this approach to keep pace with the rapid social, economic and urban
changes. Therefore, urban Monitoring represents an urgent necessity that supports
decision-makers in addressing planning problems and facing the increasing pressure on

services and infrastructure, not to mention the scarcity of resources.

Given the state of the Syrian cities, adopting the urban monitoring approach and
developing indicators that describe the urban reality in them has become necessary. In
light of this, the main objective of this research was to prepare an approximate general
framework for a set of urban indicators to be employed in preparing urban renewal
strategies (Current Situation, Planning Targets, Response) for the city of Hama as a
Case Study. This can be done by relying on a matrix of systematic steps based on the
urban monitoring methodology and its tools (City Profile - Urban Indicators). These
steps were developed and evaluated through a questionnaire addressed to specialists and

experts in the Urban & Regional Planning and Urban Observatories field.

In pursuit of this desired goal, the research, in its theoretical section, addressed the
following: The concept of urban Monitoring, its methodological frameworks, and its
outputs, which have become an integral unit in the preparation of urban development
policies and strategies. It is worth noting that the experiences of some Arab and
international cities benefited from preparing their urban plan by analyzing the
methodological steps for preparing the city profile, understanding its objectives, and

reviewing the proposed set of urban indicators to make the best development decision.

On the other hand, the research, in its applied part, dealt with the following: Formulating

a strategy for the urban renewal of the city of Hama. This happens through a realistic



projection of all mentioned in the theoretical study, i.e., from collecting the necessary
data to the process of strategic analysis by preparing a city profile to formulate the
development goals and finally choosing a general methodological framework for the

and defining the necessary indicators.

Despite this, the theoretical and practical study showed the importance of adopting
urban Monitoring as a methodology and guide in drawing up policies and strategies for
development and urban renewal. This is because the data of urban monitoring indicators
has become one of the basic requirements during the study and analysis of these cities'
economic, social, environmental and urban problems. Not only that but also its
usefulness in supporting the processes of planning and managing cities and managing

urbanization quickly and with high efficiency.

Keywords: Urban Monitoring, Urban Indicators, City Profile, Strategy, Urban Renewal
Strategy.
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