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Probability in the confirmational context is sup-
posed to be a relationship holding between
propositions that is quantitative and g described
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experiment that can decisively show a sci-
entific hypothesis 10 be false is called a cruciar
&periment for the hypothesis. It is a thesis of
mMmany philosophers that for hypotheses thar

ction in theories and can only confront obser-
vational data when conjoined with other theo-

retical hypotheses, no absolutely decisive crucial
€Xperiment can exist.

Concepts of the structure of hypotheses. Here
are some of the essential concepts encountered
when it is the structure of scientific hypotheses
that is being explored: '

In its explanatory account of the world, sci-
€nce posits novel entities and properties_.bl!‘rz;
quently these are alleged 1o be not access:he o
direct observation. A theory is a set of }}ypots e:ne
bPositing such entities e,n‘d proplcrn.z.l co‘; e
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the terms play in
the_ theory as a whole is often called seraritic
!z_ol:sm. Ac:cordn}g to the semantic holist, defini-
tions of theoretical terms by appeal to observa-
tional terms cannot be given. but all of the
theoretical terms have their meaning given “as a
group” by the structure of the theory as a whole.
A relarted doctrine in confirmation theory is that
confirmation accrues to whole theories, and not
to their individual assertions one at a time. This
is cornfirmarional Rolismi. . -

To see another conception of cognitive con-
trent, conjoin all the sentences of a theory
ether. Then replace each_ r_lleoretlc_a] term in
tog tence so obtained with a predicate vari-
EHe send existentially quantify over all the pred-
able anc, ‘bles so introduced. This is the Ramsey
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ce for a the same logical consequences
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