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Comparison and Contrast Essay: 

Comparison or contrast writing begins with the way you ordinarily think about things. 

You compare two things that share similar qualities; you contrast two things that 

seem similar but display several differences. You routinely compare or contrast two 

brand-name products, two jobs, two people or two solutions to a problem. 

Comparing and contrasting is a process we all do every day. We compare and contrast 

to determine the superiority of one thing over another. When we buy a car, for 

instance, we usually shop around and compare deals. We explain something that is 

unknown by comparing it to something that is known. We also compare and contrast 

when we want to show that two apparently similar things are in fact quite different in 

important ways, or to show that two apparently dissimilar things are really quite 

similar in significant ways. It might, for instance, be quite enlightening to discover 

that two very different cultures have some important things in common. We also 

compare and contrast to show how something or someone has changed. 

We have many reasons for comparing and contrasting, and since comparison and 

contrast is such a common method of thinking and of developing topics, it is 

important to write a well-organized comparison and contrast essay. There is one thing 

to keep in mind, however. With comparison and contrast, the purpose is not just to 

point out similarities and differences; the purpose is to persuade, explain, or inform. 

Think of comparison and contrast as a method of development rather than a purpose 

for writing.  

 

 



Points of Comparison 

Let us say that you were asked to compare and contrast two people such as two 

politicians. You could compare their looks, backgrounds, philosophies, the way they 

treat people, their attitudes toward life, their intelligence, and so on. When comparing 

and contrasting, especially for a standard 300- to 500- word essay, it is best to restrict 

the points of comparison to two to four. Therefore, be selective and choose the most 

significant points for comparison that would support the central idea in your essay. 

For instance, if you were comparing two politicians in order to show that one is better 

as a public servant, you would not bother with comparing and contrasting their tastes 

in food; it would be irrelevant. 

Emphasis on Comparison or Contrast 

In a comparison and contrast essay, the emphasis is usually on one or the other; in 

other words, you focus on either comparing or contrasting, depending on your 

purpose. If you are comparing two rather similar things, acknowledge the obvious 

similarities, but focus on the differences. If you are comparing two obviously 

dissimilar things, acknowledge the obvious contrasts, but emphasize the less obvious 

similarities. 

Patterns of Organization 

There are two basic patterns for developing the comparison and contrast essay.  

Pattern A (Point-by-Point) 

Suppose you were comparing two automobiles: the Road Runner XL and the Speed 

Demon 280. Your points of comparison might be the cost of maintenance, 

performance, and comfort. Using Pattern A, you could organize the essay in the 

following way:  

Thesis Statement: The Speed Demon 280 is a better car than the Road Runner XL. 

 I. Cost of Maintenance 

     A. The Road Runner XL 

     B. The Speed Demon 280 

II. Performance 

     A. The Road Runner XL 

     B. The Speed Demon 280 

III. Comfort 



     A. The Road Runner XL 

     B. The Speed Demon 280 

Pattern A ("Point-by-Point") is useful for organizing complex topics. In the 

developmental paragraph in the comparison and contrast essay, the writer introduces 

the point of comparison, but the topic is broken down into two parts to make the 

comparison. Here is how that paragraph might be developed: 

 
 
 
Pattern B (All of One/ All of the Other)/ (subject-by-subject)/ (Block 
Method) 

Using Pattern B, you could organize the essay in the following way: 

Thesis Statement: The Speed Demon 280 is a better car than the Road Runner XL. 

 I. The Road Runner XL 

     A. Cost of Maintenance 

     B. Performance 

     C. Comfort 

 II. The Speed Demon 280 

     A. Cost of Maintenance 

     B. Performance 

     C. Comfort 

Pattern B is more useful for more limited topics. In the developmental paragraph in 

the comparison and contrast essay, the writer discusses one of the two people or 

things compared. Note that the points of comparison are the same and that they are 

discussed in the same order under each section.  



Writing Your Thesis Statement for a Comparison or Contrast Essay 

Writing an effective thesis for a comparison and contrast essay requires you to have a 

purpose for examining and interpreting the results of setting up likenesses and/or 

differences. That purpose is crucial; it becomes your point, your thesis. 

A comparison or contrast thesis does not announce "A and B are very different," or 

"A and B have important similarities." Neither of these offers a point derived from 

comparing or contrasting. Instead, an effective thesis offers readers what the writer 

discovered from setting one thing up against another. For example, "A and B's 

similarities are so pronounced that buyers could easily be fooled."  

Therefore, a formula for a comparison/contrast thesis might be: 

■ Topic + intention to compare or contrast + suggestion or statement of 

outcome/ discovery gained from comparing and/or contrasting 

An example of a comparison essay's thesis, following the formula above, would be: 

The coverage of the student walk-out in the Vancouver Sun and the Vancouver 

Province was so similar that the reporters might have plagiarized each other. 

Study the following essays. 

 



  
● The thesis statement of the essay is: Even though they have the same parents, their 

considerable differences in looks, personality, and attitude toward life reflect the 

differences between Eastern and Western cultures. 



● This essay focuses more on contrast.  

● The points of comparison are looks, personality, and attitude toward life.  

● The author uses the point-by-point organizational pattern. 

Try to make a detailed outline of this essay. If a topic sentence is implied, write it out. 

 



 

 



● The thesis statement of the essay and the purpose of writing about this topic is: what 

I saw and what I remembered were not the same. I sadly realized that the best 

memories are those left undisturbed.  

● This essay focuses more on contrast.  

● One of the paragraphs is only one sentence long. The function of this paragraph is 

to move from the first subject to the second one; it serves as a transitional paragraph. 

● The author uses the block method to organize the essay. 

Try to make a detailed outline of this essay.  

 

Best of Luck! 

 


