English department — Course: translation — 2" year / 2"4 semester

Dear students,

Last time | gave you an assignment of translating the two passages. | hope
you did. When we meat together very soon, | shall be able to make a
revision with you and correct your mistakes, if any found. The texts were
supposed to cover two successive meetings on Mondays, 16" and 23" of
March.

Today, | am going to give you two further passages that are meant to cover
our meetings on 30%" of March and 6™ of April. As before, one is in English
to be translated into Arabic, and the second is in Arabic to be translated
into English.

Do not forget to follow the tips provided previously

Read the text very carefully more than once until you understand its main
idea.

Pick up the meaning of the difficult words and phrases from the dictionary.
Remember you need at least an English-English dictionary and an Arabic-
English one; choose the meaning that is convenient to the context of the
passage.

Start translating the text sentence by sentence; make sure not to neglect
any word from the original text and pay attention to the word order.

You should be able now to work on you draft alone, paying attention to the
grammar and structure of the target language.

Write the final draft of the text and pay attention to the linking words and
punctuation.

First passage

It has been more than two months since the first case of coronavirus was
diagnosed in the US. Since then, the outbreak has spread across the nation,
with more than 236,000 cases and over 5,600 deaths.



The US is now the global epicenter of the pandemic, surpassing the number
of reported cases in China, where the virus began, and Italy, the hardest-hit
European nation.

Although public health officials report that the peak of the outbreak in the
US is still weeks, perhaps months, away, shortcomings in the US response
have already become apparent.

There is medical supply shortage in masks, gloves, gowns and ventilators.
Doctors and hospitals across the country, but particularly in areas hardest
hit by the pandemic, are scrambling for items essential to help those
stricken by the virus and protect medical professionals.

Second passage
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| wish you would save no effort to accomplish the task. Do not worry about
the mistakes you may commit; those will be considered as soon as we meet
together.

Best of luck.



