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Comparison and Contrast Essay: 

Here is a model comparison and contrast essay. In this essay both similarities and 

differences are included in the essay. Study it and find the organizational pattern 

followed by the writer. 

 



 

 

 

Coherence 

Transitions for Comparison and Contrast 

Transitional expressions give writing coherence; that is, they help to move smoothly 

from one idea to the next. In addition, a variety of transitions adds interest to an 

essay. There are quite a number of transitions that can be used for comparison and 

contrast. 

 

 



1. TRANSITIONS IN PHRASES 

All of the transitions in this group need to be followed by a noun or a noun phrase. 

The following transitions indicate similarity: similar to, like. The following indicate 

difference: different from, in contrast to, compared with, unlike. 

 

Note: like, and alike are also used as adjectives to mean similar. 

Example: 

The second dispute was stored out in a like manner. (only used before a noun) 

John and Jack are alike. (not used before a noun) 

 2. COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS AS TRANSITIONS 

The coordinating conjunctions but and yet are often used as transitions to indicate 

the opposite of what was expected. Coordinating conjunctions occur between two 

clauses and are preceded by a comma.  

  

Note: Sometimes these conjunctions are used as transitions at the beginning of a 

sentence. 

 

3. TRANSITIONAL EXPRESSIONS BETWEEN SENTENCES 

The transitions in this group generally occur between two independent clauses. 

When they do, they must be preceded by either a period or a semicolon. 



 

a. Additive Transitions: first, next, besides, in addition, moreover, furthermore, 

also, then. 

 

b. Transitions to Indicate Similarity: likewise, similarly, in the same way. 

 

c. Transitions to Indicate Difference: on the other hand, conversely, in contrast, 

however. 

 



The expression on the contrary is also in this group, but it is restricted in its use. It 

indicates that the two ideas being expressed cannot both be true. It is often 

confused with on the other hand. 

 

4. ADVERBIAL CLAUSES OF COMPARISON, CONTRAST, AND 

CONCESSION 

For sentence variety and for even more smoothly flowing sentences, try to use 

adverbial clauses. 

a. Adverbial Clauses of Comparison: just as, in the same way that. 

 

b. Adverbial Clauses of Contrast: while, whereas. 

 

Note: Unlike most other adverbial clauses that occur at the end of a sentence, while 

and whereas require commas before them. 

c. Adverbial Clauses of Concession: although, though, even though. 

An adverbial clause of concession is a clause that admits a contrast or an unexpected 

idea. The subordinators roughly mean "despite the fact that." 



 

 

 

Note: in spite of and despite are followed by a noun or a noun phrase. 

Despite all our efforts to save the school, the authorities decided to close it. 

She went to Spain in spite of the fact that her doctor had told her to rest. 

 

 


