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The Process Analysis Essay

i vo types of introductions
- and the T.,u.rnabout, are good app}oaches t
as your writing skills improve, you should strive not only
but for variety in essay openings as well. A dramatic huy
interesting opening will generate interest in the reg’def Tt
all, to capture the reader’s attention. The type of iht;oductl
this purpose can pe called the “Dramatic Entrance.” i
Thgre are various ways to make a Dramatic Entrance. One w;
describe a scene that introduces your reader to the subject of yo
Note how the writer opens an article on new ways couples are' con
the problem of infertility: .

A group of women sit quietly chatting, their heads bowed over needlepoint
and knitting, in the gracious parlor at Bourn Hall. The mansion’s carved stone
mantelpieces, rich wood paneling and crystal chandeliers give it an air of gran-
deur, a reflection of the days when it was the seat of the Earl De La Warr.
In the well-kept gardens behind the house, indian women in brilliant saris
float on the arms of their husbands. The verdant meadows of Cambridgeshire
lie serenely in the distance. To the casual observer, this stately home could P
be an elegant British country hotel. For the women and their husbands, how- g

ever, it is a last resort.
Each has come to th

cruel and unyielding enemy: infertility. . . .
__Claudia Wallis, “The New Origins of Life,

e Bourn Hall clinic to make a final stand against a

" Time, 46, Sept. 10, 1984.

For process papers, it is often useful to begin with a description of a
scene that establishes the need for a process explanation. Observe how one
student uses a description O set up a process paper:



is essential to life and property. ' s M) el

-

ERXER CISsE 9- 10

Answer the following questions about Donald Landry’s introductory paragraph.
1. How does the writer organize this descriptio
nologically, spatially, or both? Why?

What is the process that will be explained?
Does the introduction establish a need for the process?

n? Is it organized chro-
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Study the following process topics. Select one and write an introduction that
is a dramatic entrance.

v.‘l
B
g

How to fix a flat tire.
What to do in case of an accident. '

How to make a cake (or some other food item). e
How something is made (you choose). b,
How something works,

The life cycle of an insect.
How to repair something. :

How to prepare for a natural disaster (a flood, storm, or the like).
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In Exercise 9-11 you were asked to write a dramatic introduction. Now com-
plete the essay.

Coherence

o LAY Mo K 5 P -
 Participial Phrases 5
~In the last chapter is was noted that adjective clause
“to participial phrases:



The man who

is ridj ”
The man ridin riding the bi

L
g the bicycle 1x e, > MY brother.

1 le is my brother.
ause t
re pr ec?sz pa }:'dasceol;]eelps {0 cut out unnecessary words,
du i adverbial B fl‘ept. In this chapter, participial
process writing will be discussed. Of ume to achieve coherence in
Since process essays are organized
of the transitional devices discussed
markers (first, next, after tha; and
To achieve even mor : i

ghronologically, like narrations, many
in Chapter 2 will be used: sequence
forth) and adverbial clauses of time.

€ coh : 5
participial phrases to indj erence in chronologically developed essays, use
icate the sequence of actions between clauses. Parti-

cipial phrases not only mak iti
d , :

- E Y ‘€ wriing more coherent, they also add variety

b cture,fthus Improving the writing

verbial clauses of ti i G i i

kN me are used to clarify the time relationship between
P (; clause and the action in another. Adverbial clauses of

Re s se c1w en you combnr}e two independent clauses, making one
su .olr 1Eate— ependent. Adyerbnal clauses of time can be reduced to parti-
cipial phrases yvhen the subject of the adverbial clause is the same as the
subject of the independent clause. Study the following examples:

First | went to the store. Then | went home. (TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES)

After | went to the store, | went home. (ADVERBIAL CLAUSE + INDEPENDENT
CLAUSE)

After going to the store, | went home. (PARTICIPIAL PHRASE + INDEPENDENT CLAUSE)
Having gone to the store, | went home. (PARTICIPIAL PHRASE + INDEPENDENT
CLAUSE)

The three most common types of participial phrases that can be used to
reduce adverbial clauses of time to participial phrases include the following:
the present participle (verb + ing), the perfect participle (baving verb +
ed), and the passive perfect participle (having been verb + ed ). The type of
participial phrase used depends on the sequence of actions in the clauses
and the verb tenses. Study the following examples of uses of participial

phrases reduced from adverbial clauses of time.

c1 1 i iciple can be used to indi-
The Present Participle (Verb + ing). This particip
cate that the action inpthe participle takes place before, after, or at the same

time as the action in the main clause. After, before, and while can appear
before the participal phrase tO clarify the time relationship:

t to the store, he went to the bank.

Before John wen t to the bank.

Before going to the store, John wen
e bank, he goes t0 the store.

bank, he goes to the store.

saw an automobile accident.
automobile accident.

After he goes to th
After going to the
While John was going to the store, he
While going to the sStore, John saw an s =
When John arrived at the bank, he s‘:iw a ::\O:::;el;_p gress.
Arriving at the bank, John saw a hold-up



tation, he will go home.

After he goes to the service s )
: tion, he will go home.

After going to the service sta

o Verb + ed). This participle is used to
lﬁ : C(g—lt?l\élf;g ion occurs before the action in the main
the phrase with the adverbial after.

plied in these phrases.

The Perfect Particip
r troduce phrases 1n W _
clause. It is not necessary tO introduce

Notice also that cause is sometumes im

After John made a withdrawal at the bank, he went home.
Having made a withdrawal at the bank, John went home.

After John finishes with his chores, he w_ill feel good.
Having finished with his chores, John will feel good.

The Passive Perfect Participle (Having Been 'Verb ed). This participle
‘s used when the original clause was in the passive voice. It mdx;ates that
the action in the participial phrase precedes the action in the main clause.

Again, note thar if can also indicate cause.

After the candidate was nominated for the office, he took out a loan.
Having been nominated for the office, the candidate took out a loan.

The students were scared away after they were warned about cheating.
Having been warned about cheating, the students were scared away.

After he was given the chance to reform, the young man robbed a bank anyway.
Having been given a chance to reform, the young man robbed a bank anyway.

Sometimes these clauses can be further reduced by leaving off bhaving been
and starting the clause with the past participle. (These are often called absolute
constructions.) Compare these sentences with those preceding:

Nominated for the office, the candidate took out a loan.
Warned about cheating, the students were scared away.
Civen a chance to reform,~the young man robbed a bank anyway.

Finally, note that if the subject of the sentence first appears in the adverbial

glausg, it is transferred to the main clause when the adverbial clause is re
uced.

Th.e rponument was built in 1881. It honored the soldiers.
Built in 1881, the monument honored the soldiers.
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Reduce the adverbial clauses to participial phrases and rewrite the sentences

on thg blanks.. Remember to put the subject of the sentence in the main clause.
The first one is done.

1. Before the female monarch butterfi

weed plant. y lays her eggs, it finds a mllliar



10.

. As the caterpillar grows constantly
b

e narch butterfly finds a milk-

)

. While th i
e caterpillar eats the plant, it continues to gro
Ww.

it sheds its skin several times.

. After the caterpillar has been nourished by the milkweed for about

three weeks, it spins a chrysalis.

. After the green chrysalis has been spun, it is attached to a green

leaf.

. After the caterpillar has spent a week inside the chrysalis, an exciting

transformation takes place.

When the caterpillar emerges from the chrysalis, it is no longer
a caterpillar, but a beautiful monarch butterfly.

After the butterfly has been born, it begins to search for flowers
in order to sip their nectar.

After the life cycle of the monarch butterfly has been completed,
it will begin again.

EBORRCISE 9- 15

Study the following sets of sentences. Fo
adverbial clauses of time and then using

mbine them in two ways, first using
participial phrases. The first one is

done for you.

1.

You (are going t0) begin to paint a room You Moy el

adequate preparation.
paint a _room, you need to make adequate

Before you begin to

preparation.



yo,"'

colors in i nyeu
you are going to paint :apd'

El ¢ 2F

d

. You should consider factors like the furniture iﬁ‘ihe" I
: arrc::um of light, and the size of the room. You should

the best color.

4. You have decided on the best color. Then go back to théx'
store and buy as much paint as you need. el

5. You are buying the paint. Do not forget to buy paint thinner
roller and tray, brushes, drop cloths, and a step ladder.

6. You have finished buying the supplies. Ask the paint deal
mix the paint on the machine. SIR T,

7. You have bought all the supplies. You should pre,p; o
by removing from it as much as possible and covering tl
- the furniture and the floor with the drop cloths.

‘have made preparation. You can begin 1

R =N




10.

18

12.

13.

You have ﬁ,ﬁqjshed painting the walls. Paint the corners and edges
with the paint brushes.

The walls have been painted. The walls need to dry for twelve
to twenty-four hours.

You are cleaning up. Do not forget to pour the remaining paint
back into the can and cover the can tightly.

You have put the paint away. Clean the brushes, first in paint
thinner and then in warm soapy water.




