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Abstract

Countries that have geographical factors that qualify for development, such as the strategic
location, with its natural and human resources, are distinguished by their exposure to
successive political crises and problems, and this location also affects their internal and
external policies and their spatial relations.

The events of the Syrian crisis, which began in 2011 AD and are still ongoing, revealed that
Syria's position was one of the most important reasons that led to its emergence, development,
and targeting by the conflicting regional and international powers over geostrategic interests in
this region. This was confirmed by the first chapter of this study, as Syria, by virtue of its
location, enjoys a diversity of natural and economic resources, and its production of strategic
commodities before the crisis exceeded the state’s needs, and the rest was exported. In
addition, it was moving towards achieving economic development with its economic human
resources, but the war led to high death rates, especially for those who are able to work and
produce, as well as successive waves of migration and asylum, which led to an imbalance in
the demographic characteristics and thus economic stagnation and decline. Not to mention
targeting the transportation sector, which negatively affected economic growth rates. The
indicators of the geopolitical regression of the population, military forces, and military spending
in relation to the gross domestic product, which reflect the strength of the Syrian state in
relation to neighboring countries, recorded negative rates due to foreign migration, high death
rates during the war years, and due to the decline in economic growth. Syria's distinguished
location also led to its possession of a homogeneous civilizational mixture with multiple
nationalities and religions resulting from the interaction of the various cultural civilizations
surrounding it. This feature was targeted during the Syrian crisis by igniting a sectarian war to
weaken the Syrian state. The second chapter showed how Syria's position affected relations
with neighboring countries and regional and global countries, as Syria's neighboring position
was reflected in its political relations Its neighborhood with two states that expanded at the
expense of its lands and differ with it in its ideology led to the emergence of tense political
relations linked to the regional security of the Syrian state before and after the crisis. As for the
neighboring Arab countries, geographical, historical, ethnographic and political factors played
an important role in bringing their political relations back to rapprochement, despite the
existence of some tensions in those relations during the stages of their political history until the
current Syrian crisis. Also, its central location between the continents of Asia, Africa and
Europe made it an important transit area in commercial transport, and this led to conflicting
regional and international interests, which led to tension in relations between regional and
global countries, which was reflected on the Syrian land during the years of crisis. As for the
third chapter, it was concluded that the location of Syria occupies an important place in the
ancient geopolitical theories of the global powers, because it represents a region of geopolitical
neutrality that the land, sea and air powers seek to include it within their geopolitical region.
Syria, with its strategic location, topped the list of countries that entered among the most
important modern geopolitical theories, such as the theory of the clash of civilizations, creative
chaos, and the fourth political theory.
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