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Social Changes and their Impact on Juvenile Delinquency in
Light of the War on Syria

(A Field Study of Juvenile Delinquents at the Observation Center in
Lattakia Governorate)

Social changes are a permanent reality witnessed by societies, which the
Syrian Arab society has experienced during the war years with
transformations that have affected most of its systems with different
manifestations and effects at various levels, including individuals. These
changes are almost more evident among younger individuals, such as
juveniles who reflected in the types and numbers of crimes they
committed a new aspect of a negative transformation associated with the
war period and its changes in general and social changes in particular.
This was confirmed by the results of Iman Abboud's study, which showed
that the existence of crimes committed by dangerous individuals among
juveniles is due to the environment in which the juvenile lives, and the
concepts and values he has acquired from it. Hence, studying the impact
of social changes on juvenile delinquency is one of the important pivotal
topics that deserve to be explored and analyzed. Study objectives: 1-
Identify the most important real factors for juvenile delinquency at the
observation center in light of the war on Syria, and the truth of
considering them victims of the social changes surrounding them. 2-
Revealing the truth about the problem of juvenile delinquency (the
observation center as a model), and its impact on the social stability of the
Syrian Arab society. 3- Reaching results that are useful in monitoring the
reality of juveniles in terms of demographic characteristics (age, age,
gender, level of education, place of residence) and social variables
(forced displacement, change in family structure, deprivation of
education, low standard of living, unemployment) in the observation
center in Lattakia. 4- Providing practical proposals that may be useful in
developing plans that would enhance the belonging of juveniles to the
Syrian Arab society. Study questions: The study problem is represented
in the following main question: What is the impact of social changes
(deprivation of education, low standard of living, forced displacement,
change in some social structure patterns) on juvenile delinquency in the
observation center in Lattakia? The following sub-questions branch out
from it: 1- What is the relationship between juvenile delinquency in the



observation center in Lattakia and the demographic variables of the
members of the study community? 2- What is the relationship between
juvenile delinquency in the observation center in Lattakia and social
changes? 3- What is the relationship between displacement and the
different types of juvenile crimes? 4- What is the impact of war on the
different types of juvenile crimes (a comparative statistical study between
the types of juvenile crimes at the observation center in Lattakia before
the war from 2004 to 2010 and their types during the war from 2011 to
2024) 5- What is the impact of war on the difference in the number of
juvenile crimes (a comparative statistical study between the number of
juvenile crimes at the observation center in Lattakia before the war from
2004 to 2010 and their number during the war from 2011 to 2024) Study
methodology: The nature of the current study required the use of the
descriptive analytical method; "For his interest in describing the
phenomena and facts that he studies accurately, by collecting facts,
information and observations related to them. This research may not be
limited to merely collecting and classifying data, describing or diagnosing
reality, but rather proceeds to determine what the phenomena that are the
subject of the research should be. Statistical methods: To obtain the
results after completing the application of the study tools, the data was
entered into the computer in preparation for processing it and obtaining
the results using the statistical program (SPSS). The researcher used the
following statistical methods: Testing stability and validity, descriptive
statistics for the research variables represented by questionnaire phrases
and relative frequency distributions, testing differences using
INDEPENDENT T TEST, and testing variance (ONE WAY ANOVA) to
compare the differences.

General results of the study: There is a statistically significant
relationship between displacement and the difference in the order of the
types of juvenile crimes. There is a statistically significant difference
between the average scores of the study individuals on the social changes
questionnaire according to the change in some patterns of the social
structure of the juvenile delinquent.
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